




My third exhibit is a copy of an e-mail listing the individuals who have been chairperson of the 

Ordinance, Rules and Moral Claims Committee from 1997 through 2001.  

 

My fourth exhibit is a campaign flyer from Mr. Greg Sarbach, an unsuccessful incumbent that ran 

for North Canton’s ward two city council seat in the fall, 2001, election.  

 

My fifth exhibit is a campaign flyer from Mr. Jon Snyder, a successful incumbent that ran for 

North Canton’s ward one city council seat in the fall, 2001, election.  

 

My sixth exhibit is a campaign flyer from Mr. Chris Thomas, a successful incumbent that ran for a 

council at-large seat on North Canton’s city council in the fall, 1999, election.  

 

My seventh exhibit is a copy of the North Canton’s legislation authorizing the spending of 

$50,000 for the purpose of entering into a professional services agreement to update the North 

Canton Zoning ordinance.  

 

The eighth exhibit is a copy of the professional services agreement between the City of North 

Canton and D.B. Hartt, Inc.  

 

I feel there are two falsehoods in the quoted statement detailed above that appeared in the 

campaign literature Mrs. Kathy Magel circulated in her campaign for re-election in the 2001 fall 

election. I contend the following: 

• That Mrs. Kathy Magel did not author and could not have authored the city’s new zoning 

code as stated in her campaign flyer. 
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• That the City of North Canton did not, and does not to this date, have a new zoning 

ordinance as stated in her campaign flyer. 

 

In the American Heritage Dictionary of The English Language, 3rd edition, I find the following 

definitions for author. The first definition is: The original writer of a literary work or one who 

practices writing as a profession. A second definition defines an author as an originator or creator; 

the author of a new theory. Mrs. Kathy Magel does not qualify under these definitions as one who 

has authored the work cited by her in her campaign literature. As chairperson of the Ordinance, 

Rules and Moral Claims Committee, it was her responsibility to present and recommend 

legislation to the city council and serve as a contact person for issues that came under her 

committee. Nothing more.  

 

Cited above and noted in the letter from D.B. Hartt, Inc., the rewrite of the city’s zoning 

regulations began in the fall of 1997. Mrs. Kathy Magel did not take office as a councilperson 

until December 1, 1999. In addition, she did not become chairperson of the Ordinance, Rules and 

Moral Claims Committee until December, 2000, nearly three years after the start of the zoning 

rewrite (see attached e-mail concerning individuals who held the position of chairperson of the 

Ordinance, Rules and Moral Claims Committee). As can be seen from the attached e-mail, four 

other individuals have also held the chairperson of that committee since the city started the process 

of rewriting its zoning ordinances in the fall of 1997.  

 

Two of those individuals, Mr. Greg Sarbach, Chairman in 1997, and Mr. Jon Snyder, Chairman in 

the latter part of 1998, ran for re-election in the November 2001 election and they did not claim 

authorship of the proposed new zoning ordinance as a result of their chairmanship of the 
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Ordinance, Rules and Moral Claims Committee (see campaign literature for Mr. Greg Sarbach and 

Mr. Jon Snyder).  

Mr. Chris Thomas, chairman of the committee in 1998 and 1999, in his re-election bid in the fall 

of 1999, did not make any claim regarding authorship of the proposed new zoning ordinance in his 

campaign literature as a result of his chairmanship of the Ordinance, Rules and Moral Claims 

Committee (see Chris Thomas campaign literature). 

 

I myself have been appointed the chairperson of the Ordinance, Rules and Morals Claims 

Committee and even though the rewrite of the City of North Canton’s zoning regulations 

continues, I do not consider myself an author with regard to this ongoing zoning rewrite even 

though I too have sat with the Superintendent of Permits and Inspection and the City Engineer and 

discussed various aspects of the proposed new zoning regulations.  

 

I have an MBA and in the past I have held a real-estate brokers’ license. I could offer some 

suggestions to either the Superintendent of Permits and Inspection or the City Engineer but it is 

quite clear to me that a total rewrite of the city’s zoning ordinances is their area of authority. I do 

not claim any expertise in the area of zoning issues and anything I might contribute would simply 

be ideas for discussion and nothing more. Mrs. Kathy Magel, in her campaign literature, states that 

her educational background consists of a Bachelor’s degree in mathematics. On what basis does 

she have the ability to author the city’s proposed new zoning regulations? If she has any 

background which would support her claim of authorship of the city’s zoning regulations, the 

question comes to mind of why she did not include these additional credentials in her campaign 

literature. Simply sitting down with the city’s engineer to discuss thoughts on a given issue does 

not make one an engineer nor does sitting down with the city’s Superintendent of Permits and 
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Inspection (who also serves as the city’s zoning inspector) convey expertise in authoring the city’s 

new zoning ordinances. 

 

Finally, there is the fact that the City of North Canton contracted with a firm in Cleveland, Ohio, 

by the name of D.B. Hartt, Inc. to update the City of North Canton’s Zoning Ordinance (see 

legislation authorizing the Mayor of North Canton to enter into a professional service agreement 

as well as the signed copy of the Professional Services Agreement and the Proposed Scope of 

Services for the contract).  

In the firm’s home page, located at http://www.dbhartt.com, the following information is listed: 

“Established in 1979, D.B. Hartt, Inc. is dedicated to providing superior consulting services in all 

phases of city planning to both public and private clients.  Our expertise is both broad ranging and 

intimately familiar with community planning, zoning matters, and land development.” Under areas 

of specialization, the first item under Zoning Services is the following bulleted item: 

• Prepare new and update existing zoning codes  

This is exactly what North Canton has contracted with D. B. Hartt, Inc. to do for the city and I 

believe they are the ones who are the authors of the proposed new zoning ordinance. 

 

 The city appropriated $50,000 in 1997 to prepare a new zoning code and has expended $46,500 to 

date for the services of D.B. Hartt, Inc. The letter from Mr. David B. Hartt, President (see letter 

from D.B. Hartt, Inc.) describes the process that preceded the preparation and distribution of 

various drafts to the administration and city officials between May 1998 and November 2000. At 

this time, there is a current document, titled the “Proposed North Canton Zoning Ordinance 

Update.” There are additional changes from the Superintendent of Permits and Inspections that 

will be under review by D. B. Hartt, Inc. before a final draft is completed. This final draft will be 
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presented to the City Council, reviewed again by the Planning Commission and then will come 

back to the City Council. The City Council will then schedule public hearings and, pending further 

changes as a result of the public hearings, vote on accepting the city’s new zoning ordinance.  

 

Mrs. Kathy Magel’s position as chairperson of the committee that presented a working draft of the 

city’s proposed new zoning ordinance to council does not convey authorship of the document to 

her. Her observation of the process does not convert to the status of author. The city of North 

Canton paid a planning and consulting firm that specializes in a wide range of zoning services by 

the name of D.B. Hartt, Inc. to author the City of North Canton’s new Zoning Ordinances. I 

believe they are the authors of the city’s proposed new Zoning Ordinances and not Mrs. Kathy 

Magel. 

 

        _______________________________ 
Signature 

 

Sworn To and subscribed before me on this_____________ day of________________, 20______. 

 

 

        _______________________________ 
        Signature of Notary Public 
 
 
 
 
         
 

 


































































